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Family Connections Hosts Open House at Helen Hunt Campus
Catholic Charities Family Connections
(CC), recently moved to the Helen
Hunt Campus. Along with four other
organizations, open house events were
hosted for the neighborhood and
community at the renovated facility.
Attendees were treated to a variety of
activities, tours, and door prizes as a way

to introduce the co-located agencies to
the community. Family Connections
staff gave children new, age-appropriate
books and bookmarks as a synergistic
link to teach visitors about the variety of
educational programming offered through
CC programs. Just this month, Family
Connections began Playgroup (see page 7

for details), and will soon offer Parenting
on the Go, Vroom, Mothers & Babies, and
Parenting the Nurturing Way to round out
current programming of Kidz Klozet, Safe
& Secure Kidz, Bright Beginnings, and the
Early Literacy Project.
Starlite, pictured here, plays in the
new Kidz Korner at Catholic Charities.
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From the ceo - Andy Barton

“For we are God’s co-workers;
you are God’s field, God’s building.
According to the grace of God given to me,
like a wise master builder I laid a foundation,
and another is building upon it.
But each one must be careful how he builds upon it,
for no one can lay a foundation other than the one
that is there, namely, Jesus Christ.”
1 Corinthians 3:9-11
In October 1968, Denver Archbishop James Casey signed the
letters of incorporation for Colorado Springs Catholic Social Services.
That little outpost of charity from the Archdiocese of Denver would
grow over the next 50 years to become Catholic Charities of Central
Colorado ‒ the charitable arm of the Diocese of Colorado Springs,
which was formed in 1984 under Bishop Richard Hanifen.
The agency’s history can be complex. Focusing initially on adoption
and foster care, Catholic Charities grew over a half century to fill needs
as they arose in the community. In the early 1970s, budgeting and
housing support was offered for the Hispanic community. In the 1980s
services for seniors and the home-bound were provided. In 1994, the
agency took over the operation of the city's only soup kitchen, the
Marian House. Along the way, community agencies like Head Start
and Partners in Housing have formed as Catholic Charities' programs
and spun off to become their own vibrant organizations.
As the programs have come and gone, the agency has relied on the
strength of two forces. The first has been the women and men who have
followed the call to serve as staff or volunteers. The second, and most
important, is the power that comes from building on the foundation of
Jesus Christ. This gospel call is as strong today as it was 50 years ago.

In his book, “The Cathedral Within,” author Bill Shore
discusses the people who built the great Cathedral of Milan from
1386 until 1887. He marvels at the inspiration of those who spent
their lives working on something they would never see completed.
“A cathedral of this magnificence cannot be built without people
believing in it so deeply and so truly that their belief becomes
contagious.” Paul makes the same observation in his first letter
to the Corinthians: “We are God’s co-workers;” the foundation is
Jesus Christ.
This year, as we celebrate our 50th anniversary, we honor all
of the staff and volunteers who have joined as God’s co-workers
in this mission. Tens of thousands of women and men have been
welcomed, served, and comforted in that time. As we celebrate
the past, we look ahead with renewed enthusiasm, remembering
Christ’s admonishment that our poor will always be with us, not as
a source of discouragement, but as a reminder to
be ever vigilant. We go forward with our faith that
God is with us and our gratitude for all who have
worked thus far on building our foundation.

SUCCESS
to us is transitioning Sam and
his mom out of homelessness.
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At Catholic Charities, we are more than a soup kitchen – we are here
to help people succeed. Success to some people is finding a warm,
safe place to get a meal. To others, it is transitioning their family out
of homelessness or learning the skills needed to get a job to change
the direction of their lives. Success to us is making a difference, one
life at a time.

Invest in Success.
Donate today by calling
719-866-6422 or online at
CCharitiesCC.org
Hope.

"It’s a catch-22. It took me four months to
get a new place. I was getting hopeless."

Resilient Veteran Overcomes Eviction
Disabled Army Veteran, Roger Gaines,
loves his country, is blessed by a great
upbringing, and thankful for God. These
are just a few topics he might bring up
while socializing at the Marian House Soup
Kitchen during lunch. Roger served 11 1/2
years in the Army in various communication
roles while working around the globe, from
Little Rock, Arkansas, to Italy, to Ft. Hood,
Texas, and finally to Colorado Springs,
Colorado, where he says, "it’s home as far
as I’m concerned.” He loves the mountains
and the people, and he is forever grateful for
the support systems in place at the Marian
House and the Veteran Affairs (VA) office
for keeping him off the streets.
As a disabled veteran living on a fixed
income, Roger has found it difficult to make
ends meet and to maintain employment due
to medical issues. While he receives a VA
Housing Voucher, lessening the budgeting
burden, he also relies on the Marian House
for meals, particularly when his limited
food stamp allotment has been exhausted or
weather inhibits his ability to get to a store.
Roger relies on a bike for transportation.
In addition to meals, Roger relies on the
Marian House for social interaction. He
has formed friendships with the staff and

patrons and says, “to me, the Marian House
is invaluable because it feeds people. They
keep people’s stomachs full and the food is
good. The location is perfect, too; it’s right
where it needs to be.”
Several years ago, his outlook was not so
secure. As a result of not understanding how
the VA deducts his medical co-pays, Roger
was hit with the debits all at once from his
disability check, resulting in not having
enough money to pay rent. He said, "If I had
understood they were going to do this, I could
have planned for it." At the time, Roger’s
landlord was understanding and had agreed
to let him pay back the amount he owed
over a few months, but then decided to stop
accepting VA Vouchers altogether. Roger was
evicted because he still had $153 to repay.
An eviction is one the toughest barriers
to overcome, even with a VA Housing
Voucher, as almost no landlord will rent to
someone with an eviction. Recounting the
story, Roger says, “It’s a catch-22. It took
me four months to get a new place. I was
getting hopeless.” He found himself at the
Springs Rescue Mission, because he didn’t
“plan on sleeping outside if [he] don’t have
to.” He reached out to everyone he could to
get housed. During this time he ate many
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meals at the Marian House and visited with
Client Services to review his options. He
also worked with the VA and finally, Mt.
Carmel Veterans Service Center was able to
help him into an apartment complex just a
block and a half from the Marian House.
His new place is small, but Roger "is grateful
for his space, his new AC, and kitchenette."
Roger Gaines was homeless for four
months and that is four months too long.
His life was placed on hold because of a
series of events beyond his control. Stably
housed once again, Roger has aspirations of
using his GI bill to enroll in school to study
religion. More importantly, he has returned
to making sure he stays healthy by keeping
his blood pressure where it needs to be and
getting over gout, something that he felt he
could not do when he was homeless.
Veteran homelessness has been a hot
topic over the past few years. In 2017, the
U.S. saw a rise in homeless veterans for
the first time in seven years, with 40,000
homeless veterans reported in the January
2017 national Point-in-Time survey. For
someone like Roger, resources such as the
Marian House and the VA have helped fill
the gaps while he worked toward stability.
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For tickets or more
information visit
CCharitiesCC.org/stpatsgala
or call 719.866.6422

Cheyenne Mountain Resort
Cocktails & Dinner
Live Music & Dancing at “Club St.
Pat’s” from 9:00 to 11:00 pm

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Catholic Charities
Dust off your lucky shamrocks - it's time
for the St. Patrick's Day Gala! Join us for
a fun evening of fine dining, live and silent
auctions, entertainment, all hosted at the
beautiful Cheyenne Mountain Resort. This
year we are premiering Club St. Pat's with
live music by One More Shot and dancing
in a nightclub atmosphere! The Mistress of
Ceremonies will be Dianne Derby of KKTV,
and for the 10th year, Kevin Patterson of The
Patterson Group will conduct the live and
paddle auctions. Thank you to our sponsors,
committee members, volunteers, donors, and
attendees for making this event, celebrating
our 50th Anniversary, a success!
♣ Presenting Sponsor

Support the Live or Silent Auctions
by donating a tax-deductible gift such as an
exclusive getaway, jewelry, spa package, or
certificate for one of the auctions.
Buy Tickets or Tables: Host your friends
or invite a special someone for a one-of-a
kind St. Patrick's Day celebration. Tables of
10 cost $1,500, individual tickets are $150,
or purchase a sponsorship. Tickets include
a seated, gourmet dinner, wine, welcome
champagne, and entrance into Club St. Pat's!
Go to CCharitiesCC.org/stpatsgala
for tickets and more information, or
contact Terri at 719-866-6427 or TGray@
CCharitiesCC.org. Hope to see you there!
♣ Associate Sponsors

Diocese of Colorado Springs
WWW.DIOCS.ORG

♣ Gold Sponsors
♣ Bronze Sponsors

♣ Silver Sponsors

Colorado Community Health Alliance
Colorado Springs Toyota Dealer Association
Hollow Brook Family Dentistry
Lewis Roca Rothgerber, LLP
The McCarty Family
Michael Wolfe, CLU, ChFC, MSFS
Red Noland Auto Group
Ryan Glass, Inc.
U.S. Bank

5 Star Bank
Colorado Business Bank
El Pomar Foundation
The Faricy Boys
O’Briens Carpet One Floor & Home
♣ Green Sponsors
Phil Long Dealerships
Hoelting & Company, Inc.
The Platinum Group
Osborne, Parsons & Rosacker, LLP
Simply Kids Dental, PLLC
The Patterson Group
Security Service FCU
V3Gate, LLC
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♣ In-Kind Sponsors
Champagne: Cheers
Program: KPB Printing
Invitation: Cheetah Printing
Media:

Archbishop Casey, surrounded by original board
members, signs the articles of incorporation.

In the past 50 years, Catholic Charities
(CC) has changed its name six times, from
the original Colorado Springs Catholic
Social Services, Inc. ‒ a southern office of the
Archdiocese of Denver, to our current name
‒ Catholic Charities of Central Colorado,
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part of the Diocese of Colorado Springs, and
serving 10 counties in Central Colorado.
There have been 21 leaders (seven were
interim directors), with Mrs. Dolores
Delgadillo as the first executive director and
Andy Barton as the current President &
CEO. During that time, three bishops have
presided over the organization: Archbishop
James Casey from Denver, Bishop Richard
Hanifen, and Bishop Michael Sheridan
from the Diocese of Colorado Springs,
which was formed in 1984.
Catholic Charities has had four homes
from a small office at 220 East Monument
to its current home at 228 North Cascade
Avenue, as well as the Marian House, an office
in Castle Rock, and the Helen Hunt Campus.
When the organization was formed
in 1968, it provided mostly child welfare,
budget counseling, and advocacy services.

Today, over 75 programs and services are
offered in the areas of Family Services, Paths
to Opportunity, Health & Well-Being, and
Emergency & Essential Services.
During our history, CC has spun off many
organizations, most notably, the Community
Partnership for Childhood Development
(Head Start) and Partners in Housing.
As needs changed in our community, so
has Catholic Charities, taking on institutions
such as the Marian House Soup Kitchen
(from the Bijou Community), merging with
the Life Support Center, and developing a
Family Day Center to serve families in crisis
or experiencing homelessness.
We look forward to 50 more years of
Providing Help and Creating Hope.
Look for articles each month in the Colorado
Catholic Herald and for events celebrating our
50th anniversary at CCharitiesCC.org.

What a difference a DAY makes!
1/6
1/8
1/17
1/24
1/27
2/1
2/8
2/9
2/14
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/24
2/28
3/8
3/10
3/14
3/15
3/25
3/29

Sponsored by Friends of Marian House
of Central Colorado
Be Commandready: Partnering Together To Make a Difference
Marian
House
Sponsored by Friends of the Marian House
Sponsor-A-Day
In Honor of Matthew Schell
Sponsored by John & Sandra Fischer
Thank you Mortgage Solutions Financial - St. Pat's Gala Title Sponsor
Thank you Diocese of Colorado Springs - St. Pat's Gala Associate Sponsor
In Memory of Kerry
Sponsored by Dan & Louisa Carscadden & Family
Thank you Ent Credit Union - St. Pat's Gala Associate Sponsor
Thank God for 50 Years of Happy Marriage - Pat & Bob Oravec
In Memory of John & Clara Donatucci
In Honor of John Daley - Happy Birthday Dad!
Thank you Penrose St. Francis - St. Pat's Gala Associate Sponsor
Thank you Mortgage Solutions Financial - St. Pat's Gala Title Sponsor
Sponsored by The Students of St. Mary's High School
Sponsored by St. Peter Catholic Church
For just $1,500, you can
Sponsored by Friends of Marian House
provide more than 600 meals
Sponsored by Springs Fabrication
to families and individuals
Sponsored by the Cruise Family

Providingto
Help.
Creating Hope.
Call 719-866-6427
Sponsor-A-Day
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News

News
Catholic Charities
Named One the
Gazette’s Best
Workplaces in 2017!
Marian House to benefit
from Pikes Peak food, beer
& wine festival

Spanish for the
Workplace offered at
Helen Hunt Campus
A new English as a Second Language
class - English for the Workplace
- is being offered on Mondays &
Wednesdays from 9 - 11 a.m. in the
conference room at the Helen Hunt
Campus at 917 East Moreno Avenue
in Colorado Springs. Registration will
remain open until the class is filled.
For more information or to register,
call 719-866-6516.

Family Connections Blessed
by Bishop Sheridan
On January 19, Bishop Sheridan took
time from his busy schedule to visit
Family Connections at the Helen Hunt
Campus and offered a blessing for the
new offices.

On April 15, the annual Pikes Peak
Food, Beer & Wine Festival will take
place at the Broadmoor World Arena.
Marian House Soup Kitchen will not
only have a booth at the competition,
but will also receive a $500 donation
and all the food from the Pantry that
does not get used by other participants.
The Pikes Peak Colorado Restaurant
Association is the event sponsor.

Citizenship Preparation
Classes

All I want Are New Shoes
For Chirstmas
Current Volunteer Needs
Volunteers are needed in the Soup
Kitchen, Family Connections, Client
Services, English as a Second Language,
and in Castle Rock.
Call 719-866-6559 or email
VolunteerOffice@CCharitiesCC.org

to get involved!

Catholic Charities Family Connections
gave new shoes to children in need at
Christmas. For children in poverty, a
pair of new shoes is a true gift. Thank
you to Larry H. Miller, King Soopers,
and Applebee's for providing funds and
shoes. Your generosity provided 167
pairs of new shoes to children in need.

Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA)
January 27 - April 17
VITA will be available at the Marian
House in the mornings for individuals
and families with household incomes of
less than $54,000. Trained volunteers
will prepare and electronically file state
and federal tax returns assisting filers
to access the credits to which they are
entitled. All appointments are made
through Pikes Peak United Way 2-1-1.

A new program - Playgroup - has
begun for parents and children, birth
to kindergarten, to help with large
and fine motor activities, and includes
circle time, finger plays, songs with
musical instruments, and rhyming.
This group introduces parents to school
readiness and early literacy activities.
Playgroup is held:
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
in the Kidz Korner
at the Helen Hunt Campus,
917 East Moreno Avenue
Call 719-578-1222 for more info.

Classes begin March 13, from 6:30 8:30 p.m.
Atlas Preparatory High School
1450 Academy Park Loop, Colorado Springs

Learn about the application process and
the civics, history, English, writing, and
reading tests. Cost is $30. Contact
Gabriel Cobos at 719-866-6516 for
more information or to register.

Parenting Classes
Life Connections offers free Childbirth
Classes for expecting mothers:
April 12: 1 - 4 p.m.
June 7: 1 - 4 p.m.
A free 5-week Becoming a Love
& Logic Parent Classes begin on
February 21, from 4 - 5:15 p.m.
Call 719-866-6535 to register for
either class.

Castle Rock Office
Participates in Strive To
Thrive Resource & Service
Fair in Douglas County
The Strive to Thrive fair is a free event
for Douglas County residents enduring
hard times. It provides a free meal
and information on how to access
food, clothing, medical assistance and
more, while visiting with over 25 local
resource agencies.

Learn everything
you need to know
about the citizenship
application process.

Donate Online @ CCharitiesCC.Org/Donate
Providing Help. Creating Hope.

Join Us for a New Family
Connections Program!

Catholic Charities
was chosen one of 17
businesses in the Midsize Companies
category as a Best Place to Work in
Colorado Springs.

Las Posadas
On December 15, Las Posadas was
held at the Marian House with over
200 attendees! The night included
a procession celebrating Mary and
Joseph's journey followed by dinner,
dancers, and musicians. Join us next
year for this annual event!

Providing Help. Creating Hope.

Follow Our
New Blog!
The Catholic Charities Blog is a
collection of work and ideas from
various minds in and around the
Catholic Charities’ community. This
year articles from the Catholic Herald
will also be featured celebrating our 50
years of serving the community!
CCharitiesCC.org/Blog

Catholic Charities of Central Colorado
228 North Cascade Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
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Mission Statement
In response to Jesus Christ’s call to affirm the value and dignity of
each human life, to build solidarity within the community, and to
advocate for justice for the poor and vulnerable, Catholic Charities
of Central Colorado humbly engages in the ministry of charity
for those in both economic and spiritual poverty so that all – staff,
volunteers, and clients – may fully achieve their God-given potential.
Helping Hands is published in Feb., May, Sept., & Nov. No
article in this publication may be reprinted in whole or in part
without permission of the editor. © 2018 Catholic Charities of
Central Colorado. Postmaster: send address changes to Catholic
Charities, 228 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903.
Publisher
Catholic Charities of Central Colorado, Inc.
President & CEO - Andy Barton
Editorial Staff
Editor, Writer, Layout - Rochelle Schlortt
Writer, Layout & Photography - Teddi Tostanoski
Circulation - Betsy Finley

www.CCharitiesCC.org
info@CCharitiesCC.org

Make a Difference by Making a Gift
Special State Income Tax Credits

Material Donations

Enterprise Zone 25%
Check donations to Marian House
of $250 or more
Child Care Contribution 50%
Donations to Child Care or
Life Connections
Gift Societies
Caritas Society ($10,000/year)
1968 Founders Society ($1,968+/year)
Other Ways
IRA Distributions, Stocks/Securities
Sponsor-A-Day at Marian House
Tribute Gifts – In Honor or Memory
Planned Giving or Estate Planning
Employer Matching Gifts

Food: Spoons, ground beef, hot chocolate,
spices, canned vegetables, non-dairy
(powdered) coffee creamer
Infants & Children: Size 5 diapers
Layette items: Newborn sleepers and
onesies (neutral colors), Newborn pacifiers
Home & Transportation: Dishes, pots &
pans, working vehicles, grocery store and
gas gift cards
Clothing & Essentials: XL+ sweatshirts &
hoodies, Men’s/women’s underwear, ladies
socks, gloves, beanie caps, blankets, razors,
shaving cream, and deodorant

Monetary Donations
& Tax Credits:

719-866-6422 or 719-866-6440
Colorado Springs Office
228 North Cascade Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
T: 719-636-2345 F: 719-636-1216

Drop donations at the Marian House Dock
Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Material Goods: 719-866-6281
Vehicles: 719-229-9942

Castle Rock Office
210 Fifth Street, #100
Castle Rock, CO 80104
T: 720-215-4521

Thank You Grantors!
The Anschutz Foundation
The Colorado Health Foundation
The Colorado Trust
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
The Joseph Henry Edmondson Foundation
Employees Community Fund of
The Boeing Company
The Mabel Horrigan Foundation
Inasmuch Foundation
The William and Betty Osborne Trust Fund
Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities
Russell Grinnell Memorial Trust
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation
United Way of America, FEMA Fiscal Agent

The Marian House
14 West Bijou Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
T: 719-475-7314 F: 719-633-0289

Helen Hunt Campus
917 E. Moreno Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
T: 719-578-1222

